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GENERALISSTh10 JIANG ON NATIONAL IDENTITY 

Among the ideas originally from the West, nationalism fJToved particularly per 
tent. In the early twentieth century, Chinese ime/kauals and political leaders 
thought that ideas of national identity and destiny then reshaping European pol­
itics could help China. Revolutionaries called for the overthrow of the Manchus 
on the grounds that they were alien. Sun Yatsen (1866-1925) made national 
self-determination one of his 'Three People's Principles ... China could not be 
strong until it rid itself of imperialist encroachments and was reconstituted as the 
nation of the Chinese people. 

Nationalist principles as formulated by Sun were a central part of the ideology 
of the Nationalist Part)• (Guomindang), led after 1928 by Jiang Jieshi (Chiang 
Kai-shek, 1887-1975). During this period the gravest threat to China's national 
autonomy came from Japan, which occupied Manchuria in 1931 and started a 
full-scale invasion in 1937. 

Below are two speeches in which Jiang dealt with issues of national identity. 
They were both delivered to meetings of high-level party committees, the first in 
January 19 39, near the beginning of the war, and the second soon after Japan had 
surrendered in August 1945. In the first Jiang appeals to anti-imperialist senti­
ments to arouse determination to defeat Japan. In the second he considers what 
these prindples might mean for a postwar China. If the Japanese should not rule 
parts of China, was it right for the Chinese to rule lands 0"11pied by Tibetans, 
Mongols, or other nationalities? When were ethnic groups nationalities? 

r OONA CANNOT BE CONQUERED with the fall of Canton and Wuhan, we tried to 
wear down the enemy's strength and ar the same 

:omrades, this assembly meets as we enrcr upon rime protect our rear so that solid foundations 
:he second stage in our War of Resistance. Ir is, might be laid for the second period of protracted 

0 :herefore, an especially significant session which resistance .... We are fighting this war for our 
ays heavy responsibilities upon us. As I have re- own national existence and for freedom to follow 
>eatedly pointed out, our war may be divided into the course of national revolution laid down for us 
wo periods. During rhe first period, which ended in the Thr.ce Principles ofthe People. We are fight-
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ing an enemy who would deny us nor only our 
freedom but our very life, an enemy with whom 
we cannot compromise without bringing utter 
ruin upon our nation. Only resistance can pre­
serve us from national slavery. Only resistance 
can save the world from the collapse of interna­
tional morality and the breakdown of all guaran· 
tees of peace. Dr. Sun Yatsen devoted his life ro 
the movement for the salvation of his councry and 
at the same time of the world. All thar he planned 
and achieved our enemy would throw to the 
winds • .. . 

Japan has failed to realize the mighty power of 
our national resistance, the irresistibJe growth of 
our national spirit, and the uue significance of our 
national hiStory. The Japanese blindly hold that 
China can be aicked and subdued as she was by 
the Khitans and the Jin at the time of the Song 
dynasty, by the Mongols of the Yuan dynaSty, and 
by the Manchus of the Qing dynasty. They do not 
understand the reasons for China's subjection in 
those rimes. They do not realize that it was the 
weakness of a few officials which brought about 
the submission of the government, a thing that 
should not be confused with the surrender of a 
whole nation. Today the Japanese cry, "Build a 
new order in East Asia," and expect in a short 
rime to rule over all China. They forget that it has 
taken them more than forty years, a huge army, 
and vast cxpendirures to get even a renuous hold 
upon our NorthcaStem Provinces. They refuse to 
take warning from past experiences, and now 
foolishly overstretch themselves ro conquer the 
whole of China. Again they will fail. 

Japan fails because she does not understand the 
characteristics of our nation, the force of the 
Three Principles enunciated by Dr. Sun Yatsen, 
the temper of our govemmen~ the signs of the 
times, and China's revolutionary militarr strategy 
and tactics. When Napoleon was attacking Impc· 
rial Russia, the strategy of all-from and prolonged 
resistance was not known. But even with his re· 
markable military genius and huge armies Napo· 
Icon was nor able to avert defeat. How can Japan 
possibly succeed against republican China with 
it:S new and fervent national spirit? United against 

a common enemy and under the guidance of the 
national government, our people have been :iblc 
to carry our modem revolutionary military tac­
tics, and no armed force can subdue us .. . • 

Comrades, after eighteen months as the re­
sponsible commander-in-chief of our nghring 
forces, I have reached the following solemn con­
clusion. 1 commend it to your special consider­
ation. You should instruct our people to rake 
lessons from the annals of the Song and Ming dy­
nasties. The fall of these two dynasties was not 
caused by ourside enemies with a superior force, 
but by a dispirited and cowardly minority in the 
goveming class and the society of the time. Today 
the morale of our people is excellent; the founda­
tion of our revolution is deep and strong; and the 
Three Principles of the People give us a charter of 
liberty in harmony with the spirit of the modem 
age. If we do not destroy ourselves, no outside 
force can destroy us ..• . In more than five thou­
sand years our nationality has never been really 
conquered and has most certainly never been ex­
terminated. Furthermore, the dynastic downfalls 
were due to the cowardice, ignorance, lack of in· 
rcgrity, and selfishness of a small number of cor­
rupt officials. The happiness and welfare of the 
common people did not concern them. During 
those despotic regimes a great gap existed be­
tween the government authorities and the com· 
mon people. There were no ways by which the 
authorities could mobilize the power of resistance 
residing in the peopJc. Yet, as a matter of fact, the 
spirit of the nation as a whole did nor suffer from 
outside oppression and the people steadily ~p­
posed aggression. After an interval of two or three 
hundred years, the :iggressors would be driven out 
and the nation's terrirory would be recovered. 

Our present government, which is republican 
in form and revolutionary in spirit and which 
fights for the welfare of chc nation and the people, 
has a far greater chance of expelling the invader. 
Our government is fully aware of its responsibil­
ities and intends to complete the revolution and 
carry o ut the Three Principles of the People. It has 
no {car of bullying aggressors. Our resistance is a 
united effort of government and people. Sunzi 
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saf.i, "A virruous government has the support of 
chfeoplc; it can command life or death from the 
pe~le with our exciting fear or complaint." Con­
cord between government and people is the first 
essential ro victo11·. 

In our presenr struggle againsr Japan we have 
been able to live up to chis high principle. The 
heam of our people are absolutcl}' united. Under 
the guidance of the government even the old and 
the weak, che women and the children, arc con· 
scious of the occcssiry of defending themselves 
against the enemy and of obeying implicidy che 
orders of the high command. Indeed, their spirit is 
such that they are willing to lay down their lives 
without a murmur. No one will barter his national 
birthright for slavery to Japan. The barbarism of 
the Japanese has everywhere aroused the spirit 
voiced in our ancient saying, "Prefer death co dis­
grace." Judging from the history of the past and 
the national consciousness and scrong morale of 
our people today, China cannot be conquered. 

From the gco~aphical point of view, our coun­
try possesses narural advantages for defense. Our 
ancestors, rwo thousand years ago, took advan­
tage of the mouncainous terrain in constructing 
the Great Wall. From cast to west our country 
extends through more than sixty-five degrees of 
longitude. From north to south it includes the cli­
mates of the frigid, temperate:, and torrid zones. 
In any discussion of military success or failure we 
have always considered topography and climate 
of great importance. River, mountains, and 
desercs abound in our interior and in the west; 
arctic cold alternates with tropical heat. Invaders 
in the past have succeeded only in holding a part 
of our country for a limited time. They have never 
permanently controlled the whole of our country 
for a Jong time. Even in rhc Yuan and Qing dy­
nasties, when rhe srrongesr forces attempted co 
conquer us, they were able to occupy only certain 
srrategic points and the spirit of resistance among 
the people was not crushed. Today a nation of 
only sevenry million people thinks ir can absorb a 
nation of six times irs population and with a far 
older hiscory and ci\'ilization. What a mad dream! 
Topography and dimare are again combining 
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against China's invaders. No weapon in the world 
will be effective against this combination, rein­
forced by the firm determination and mighty 
strength of our people. Geographically, our coun­
try cannot be conquered. 

China is the only nation in the Far East with an 
independent cultural achievement. This is borne 
out by history. Chinese civilization has been 
adopted by other peoples, bur no alien civilization 
has ever soccccded in replacing China's own. Chi­
na's civilization is imbued with a special spirit. I 
need not amplify this point. It is only necessary to 
recall the heroic behavior of our people in face of 
the enemy co realize the deep roocs of our civili­
zation. Japan is now trying with her mongrd civ­
ilization, of neither the East nor the West, to 
destroy our national spirit. But she has met with 
repeated failures in the occupied areas. If we arc 
united at bean, and if we struggle with determi­
nation, the spirit of our people will be further 
strengthened. This resistance will infuse into our 
civilization a new splendor and power. Our civi­
lization and our national national spirit can never 
be conquered or destroyed. 

Economically we have the advantage. Modern 
wars usually arise out of economic conflicts and 
the outcome is dercrmined by the economic 
strength and resources of the belligerents. China 
is essentially an agricultural country. Aggression 
descended upon us while we were in the period of 
national rc:conscruction. At first this seemed a ma­
jor crisis, yet•during the eighteen months of hos­
tilities our financial SttUcturc has not been 
seriously injurc:cl, our currency bas remained 
steady, and the livelihood of the people in rhe rear 
has been little affected. Owing to the excellent 
harvestS in several provinces last year and the 
campaign of thrift, there are signs of plenty among 
our people. This is possible because we arc an ag­
riculrural nation and strong in endurance, 
whereas industrial nations suffer more quickly 
from the consequences of war • . •. 

Since the invasion of Manchuria in 1931 we 
have seen clearly chat the only road upon which 
all mankind can marc:h rogcrhcr is rhc road of jus­
tice and righteousness. A nation chat aspires to 
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become strong and independent cannot allow it­
self to be checked by temporary hardships and 
sacrifices. In the course of time it is bound to earn 
the sympathy and cooperation of other just na­
tions. The international developments of the past 
seven years have fully ~ome out our judgment. 
We claim no prescience; we have only maintaim~d 
the position held by our revolutionary leader, Dr. 
Sun Yatsen: ro save our country is also to save the 
world. Our judgment has been guided by this 
principle. 

Dr. Sun often said that aher China had recov­
ered her independent national StatUs she would 
have a large responsibility to the world. In his ad­
dresses on nationalism and on other occasions, 
Dr. Sun frequently declared, "China is the pillar 
of the Far East and the largest country in Asia; 
when China is strong, her four neighbors will be 
safe and on cordial terms with each other, and the 
surrounding peoples can retain their indepen­
dence and share peace and happiness." Dr. Sun 
pointed out also that "China has never attempted 
by economic weapons ro oppress other peoples. 
China's aspirations for peace were fully evolved 
even at the time of the Han dynasty." We do not 
oppress the weak and we do not bow before tyr­

anny. We favor mutual assistance and we seek ro 
strengthen ourselves. Dr. Sun further observed, 
"China had been strong for several thousand 
years without affecting the existence of Korea; but 
Korea was annexed after Japan had been strong 
for onJy twenty years. China's traditional policy 
has been to aid the weak and to suppon the fall­
ing, to live and to let live. Our national revolution 
is reinforcing our own historic love of justice and 
peace and is hastening the advenr of enduring se­
curity and happiness for all mankind .. . . " 

Comrades, you must know that before our re· 
sistancc began our country was regarded by the 
world as weaker than a third-race power. Never· 
thelcss, we succeeded in holding Japan, a first­
dass power, for more than a year and a half 
without being overcome. We must be ready to en­
counter more difficulties buc we need no longer be 
frightened by our brutal enemy. Having entered 
this second period of resistance we believe that 

the military operations will daily rum in our fa­
vor. The only question is whether we have the 
strength of will to continue resistance, and 
whether our uniry and determination will increase 
with every day of the struggle ...• 

NATIONAL INDEPENDENCE AND 
EQUALITY AMONG PEOPLES 

Japan has been defeated and is surrendering. The 
forces of violent aggression have been completely 
crushed by the concerted efforts of the United Na­
tions. At the end of the First World War, Dr. Sun 
Yatscn said that nations working together for the 
good of all would certainly succeed while individ­
uals or nations working for their own selfish ends 
would inevitably fail. The truth embodied in Dr. 
Sun's frank words bas been abundandy confirmed 
by the recent war with its even greater sacrifices. 

At this great turning point in history, the na­
tional government should make clear to the people 
of China and of che whole world the main objec­
tives in its policy of realizing national indepen­
dence and completing the national revolution .... 
The aim of our national revolution is twofold. In 
our relations with other nations we seek national 
independence and freedom. Within chc nation we 
seek equaliry for all ethnic groups. For fifty years 
we faced the ever-growing menace of Japanese ag­
gression; national armed resistance began when 
we bad no other alternative. Therefore the main 
emphasis of our national revolutionary movement 
was upon consolidating the strength of all our eth­
nic groups. We kne"'-: that we must urµt~ in resist­
ing foreign aggression if we were to attain national 
independence and freedom. 

We had three most important goals and rhc at­
tainment of these constituted our mosr urgent 
task. First, we had to regain our sovereign rights 
in the northeasrcm provinces and reestablish ter­
ritorial and administrative integrity there. Second, 
we had to recover Formosa (Taiwan) and the Pcs­
cadores Islands. Third, we had to restore to Korea 
her independence and freedom. ShouJd Korea nor 
be given freedom, Formosa not be allowed co re• 
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! oo to its mother country, and the rerritoriaJ and 
i.dministrative integrity of the Northeastern Prov­
'ccs not be restored, aU talk of national indepcn­
~cnce and freedom would be useless and the 
objectives of our anned resistance couJd not be 
achieved. These objectives follow the policies 
handed down to us by Dr. Sun Yatsen. They have 
been the leading aims in our armed resistance 
against Japan, which has meant for us the loss .of 
millions of lives. During the war we had to unite 
all the ethnic groups within the nation and strive 
together to complete our threefold task. Only if 
this is done can we expect our country to be in· 
dependent and make secure the political equality 
of all ethnic groups. 

Japanese imperialism has been defeated and Ja­
pan is suing for peace. .•. We may say that the 
international aspect of our principle of national­
ism is approaching completion. Therefore, we 
must formulate definite policies and take positive 
action ro realize the domestic phase of the same 
principle, that is, ensure equality for all the ethnic 
groups within the nation and thus fulfill the entire 
program of our national revolution. We must also 
ensure the permanency of the victorious peace 
which we have won at the sacrifice of countless 
lives and enormous losses in property. 

Upon the basis of Dr. Sun Yatscn's teachings, I 
shall now state, as a representative of the Guo­
rnindang (Nationalise Parry), our policy toward 
carrying out the principle of nationalism and safe­
guarding world peace and national security. I 
shall first take up the nationaliry questions in 
Outer Mongolia and Tibet. Outer Mongolia and 
Tibet both have a long history. The ethnic groups 
in these two areas have always lived by themselves 
and are totally different from the ethnic groups 
inhabiting the border provinces which mix freely 
with other groups. Following the Guomindang re­
organization in 1924, Outer Mongolia sent rcp­
resemacivcs to cxrend greetings and felicitations 
to our party. Dr. Sun YatSen was at that time al­
ready treating them as members of a friendly 
neighboring country and as honored guests. Such 
facts are recorded in Dr. Sun Yatsen's teachings 
and arl" widely known. We have never regarded 
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the people of Outer Mongolia as colonials or op­
pressed them as the Beijing government did. Ever 
since the inauguration of the national government 
we have maintained friendly relations not only 
with the Outer Mongolians but also with the Ti­
betans. Our people should realize that if we ig­
nore the aspirations of these ethnic groups for 
freedom and restrain their urge for independence 
and seU~govcmment, it will not only be contrary 
to the spirit of our national revolution but wilJ 
also rend to increase friction berween ethnic 
groups and jeopardize our entire program of na· 
tiooal reconstruction. This in turn will adversely 
affect world peace and security. 

The ethnic: group in Outer Mongolia ha~ in 
effect, declared its independence from the mother 
country as early as 1922 when the Beijing govern­
ment was in existence. That was almost a quarter 
of a century ago. The world is undergoing rapid 
changes and this is a propitious time for renewing 
old friendships. Therefore, we should, in accor­
dance with our revolutionary principles and the 
Guomindang's consistent policy, recognize, with 
bold determination and through legal procedure, 
the independence of Outer Mongolia and estab­
lish friendly relations with it. We must seek a sat· 
isfactory solution of this question. If we fail, 
happy relations between China and Mongolia will 
be impossible and not only our own domestic 
ttanquilliry but also the peace of the world will be 
seriously jeopardized. 

I must here point out three fundamental points 
in the realiZarion of our principle of nationalism. 
First, the Chinese government and people should 
resolve with noble, sincere, and firm determina­
tion never to imitate the way of japan toward Ko­
rea. We should honestly aid all ethnic groups 
which have given evidence of their capacity for 
sclf-govemmcnr and have shown a spirit of inde­
pendence. We should help them achieve nationaJ 
independence through self-determination, free­
dom, and equality on the Asian continent in the 
bright light of total victory. For fifty years, the 
national revolution of the Guomindang, as it 
overthrew the Manchu govcrnmenr and resisted 
Japan, has been a movemenr not only for China's 
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own freedom and equality, bur also for the liber· 
ation and independence of Korea. From today, we 
shall. in chis same spirit and together with all Al­
lied nations concerned, fully respect the principle 
of Korean independence and equality and the po­
sition chat Korea will soon acrain. 

Second, if frontier ethnic groups situated in re· 
gions outside rhc provinces have the capacity for 
self-government and a strong determination to at· 
tain independence, and are politically and eco­
nomically ready for both, our government should. 
in a friendly spirit., voluntarily help them to real­
ize their freedom and forever treat them as broth­
erly nations, as equals of China. We should 
entertain no ill will or prejudices against chem be­
cause of their choice to leave the mocher country. 
Our frontier ethnic groups should, in a friendly 
spirit and through legal channels, make known 
their wishes to the government of their mother 
country. In this way, they may be able to realize 
their aspirations. They should not defy the mother 
country and stir up mutual hatred. 

Third, we should accord the large and small 
ethnic groups inside the provinces legal and polit­
ical equality, and unhindered economic and reli­
gious freedom, so that a warm community spirit 
and friendly collaboration may develop among all 
the groups. 

As regards the political status of Tibet, the 
Sixth National Guomindang Congress decided co 
grant it a very high degree of autonomy, to aid its 
political advancement, and to improve the living 
conditions of the Tibetans. I solemnly declare that 
if the Tibetans should at this rime express a wish 
for self-government, our government would, in 
conformity with our sincere tradition, accord it a 
very high degree of autonomy. Hin the future chey 
fulfill che economic rcquircmenr for indcpcn· 
dencc, chc national government will, as in the case 
of Outer Mongolia, help them co g:Jin chat status. 
But Tibet must give proof that it can consolidate 
ics independent position and protect irs continuity 
so as not to become another Korea. 

Finding a solution for the ethnic problems of 
Outer Mongoli:i :ind Tibet is a very great task 
of our national revolution. It will be a touchstone 

of the success of our principle of narionalism. W. 
should be ready co assume responsibility for a so 
lution. I hope that all the Chinese people:, in ac 
cordance with our revolutionary principles anc 
spirit of national independence, assist the govern. 
mcnc in finding an answer to these questions. Fo1 

world peace and security as well as for the soli· 
dariry and reconstruction of our own nation, we 
must deal with the world' s national questions in 
conformity with the spirit of the Atlantic Charter 
and th~ Three Principles of the People .... 

The world war that has just ended was an un­
precedented conflict in human history. All the 
Unircd Nations hope that this horrible war will be 
the last war. China has fought the longest and suf­
fered the most. Our hope for peace is therefore the 
most ardent. Any measure that will strengthen our 
national unicy and promote imemational peace 
will receive our strongest support. 

In collaboration with our allies, we shall strive 
co bring about friendly relations bcrwecn all free 
and independent nations, ensure che continuance 
of peace and ptevem the reemergence of power 
politics. We should sec to ic particularly that the 
peoples of the world do not again suffer from in­
equality, the want of freedom, scarciry, and fear. 
If we keep this in mind, we shall see how su­
premely important it is chat the principles of na­
tional equality and nacional independence be 
everywhere realized. The national govcrrunenc, 
guided by its own vital principles and ics consis­
tent revolutionary policy, will complete the unfin­
ished phase of the principle of nacionalism as 
peace dawns upon rhe world. This is one of our 
fondest hopes and I am sure our allies will under­
stand. World peace will thus be guaranteed and 
our national security be made certain. Let our 
people with one heart and one mind strive roward 
this goal. National revival and reconstruction will 
then become a living reality and rhc millions of 
our officers and soldiers and people who gave 
their lives in eight years of war will rest in peace 
knowing that they have not sacrificed in vain, and 
the truth of Dr. Sun's words pronounced after the 
First World War will be fully verified. 
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